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Right on the peak, and you 2are +here almost before you
realize it, stands Paddy Knodb fire tower; verily & sentinel of
she sky. The knob is cleared and once there the world lies at
your feet. In a1l directions, three hundred and sixty degrees
of the compass you can sSweep +he horizon with your eye; witnesses

of sight being the only limitation to the sweep of the distance.
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. writer has had the pleasure of many mountain_climbs in your
ovm state and among the Alps of Furope but this is the only cathe-
iral spire of God's making that he has ever visited from which the

entire panoramic sweep of the horizon is yours for the taking.
I have heard that other points resemble it but are remote and

inaccessible. Here is a spot only three miles from a hard-surface

Namerias e

hirhwey and linked to it by a road narrow but good. (Blow your horn

I understand that some day an
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slyline drive connecting Cheat with White Sulphur may
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hat way and sure as shooting that view alone would attract

acquaint yourself with it and then tell of it to

¢ wish ve conld have seen inside the tower but in this

rest-Tfire-season it was securely locked. I understand
compact and snug for housekeeping. When the wind started

ir viriter would probably come down from there for there
¢ pome very notliceable sway to that steel bower.
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would be a theme song very much in order,

poys poes oredit for the !;m;t.x]_\- but well dbuilt




which we anticipated we reached it and hailed those we left at “@E
the tower. The cxy reached through the clear ozone but I was
fooled when I thoug_l:_lt I could hurl a rock the space we had
come. B . :
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THE HILLSBORO COMMUNITY.

The town of Hillsboro is located in & rich and
beautiful velley. It is two and one-half miles from the . -
nearest railroad station called Seebert, and named in honor
of & family by‘that name that settled here in the wilderness
in the early days. Hillsboro was named for Richard Hill, the
pioneer from North Cardlina, who built his home on a good
farm in the neighborhood of Lobelia. His house was an un-
usuelly good one for that age. It was built of hewed logs,

end the space between the logs was filled with mortar or mud

and then whitewashed.

-

eys, eand eight rooms.

It had three porches, two tall chimn-

-

. Hills Creek waes named for Mr. Hill

end because of his starling worth, will sing of his glory

=

14

s 13n~ es its waters flow. ’he creek flows through a nar-

'Ow ch&nn

nnel which increases its velocity until it Plunges over

® precipice sixty or more feet ang creating the fells of Hills

eeK.

ruffey's Creek named after the first settler

€Y, son of Patrick Brufrey,

John

the Pioneer, a revolution-
¥7 soldier under General liayne,

unites in time to r'lood
4tH Hills Creek where their waters sink under Droop Mountain
10 &

YPERT Bgsain in the lower ena Or the Little Levels Hill
. s

Feek
Orms locust Creek and empties into the Greenbrier Ry
ver,

MEny " . n
Of the numerous progeny

Of Riohard Hil Tounded their
o8 1n the Hillsvoro bommunlty.
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< THE HILLSBORO COMMUNITY.

The town of Hillsboro is located in & rich and

peasutiful valley. 1t is two and one-half miles Irom the . °

~earest railroad station called Seebert, and named in honor .

of & femily by that name that settled here in the wilderness

in the early days. Hillsboro was nemed for Richard Hill, the

pioneer from North Cardlina, who built his home on & good

sarm in the neighborhood of lobelisa. His house was an un-
usuelly good one for that age. It wes built of hewed logs,
end the space between the logs was filled with mortar or mud

and then whitewashed. It had three porches, two tall chimn-

eys, end eight rooms., _;Hills Creek was named for kr. Hill

end beceuse of his sterling worth, will sing of his glory

-

es lonz es its waters flow. - l'he creek flows through a nar-
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row chennel which increases its velocity until it plunges over

"~

* preciplce sixty or more feet and creating the falls of Hills

TE0K.,

“ruffey's Creek named after the first settler John
2

‘viey, son of Patrick Bruffey, the pioneer, a revolution

‘ier under General Viayne, unites in time to flood
oA ) 0
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The majority of the people of the Hillsboro Community
gre or the Scotch-Irish descgnt,;their chief pursuits being
J;Gxiculture and stock reising. Many Tine herds of cettle-and
.;heep' from time immemorial, have been prepared IoT the eastern
markets and &t the present time the farmers &are becoming ér-
oused to the importamce of pure bred stock.

uillsboro has alwaeys been & religious and educational
genter. In extracts from the journal of Rev. Francis Asbury
se £ind thet in the years 1788, 1790 and 1796, he maede three

evangelistic tours through this section of the couniry coming

up through Greenbrier County each time and being entertained
and preaching at the home of McNeel in the Little Levels, going
from there to the Drinnom home in the Adray neighborhood. His

course led from there to Cloverlick down through Tygarts Valley

in nsndolph County enroute to Morgantown. At the McNeel home

lively religious discussions were indulged in by the whole com-

omk

irove fresbyterian Church was orgenized in the year

he early records of the church were lost and no one

when 1t was built. A substantial obrick structure

ster built southeast of Hillsboro, where the cemetery is

i'he most distinguished ministers who served

A Trom 1lE20 to 1872 were Hev. Joseph Brown, Rev. Wm.
v Hev, John 5. Blain, Rev. Mitchell D. Dunlap
»

e wylQunatiricker.,

ifch, a T'rame bu

lding, was dbuilt in the
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v j as
a dod by Rev. Js Cbs Johnsone. The 1rame church W
ae

ew brick
» down in 1910 and a new church was puilte. An
| nOak Grove
h now occupies the site and be&ars the name "0&
e

ded
p" in memory oI the pioneer church although surroun
e

, & maple grove.

In the early part of the eighteenth century & very
jmportant educational work flourished in what was then the
viilage of Hillsboro. Under the supervision of Rev. JOS.
Brown the brick Academy was built and contained one large
central room and TWO qipgs. The name of Hillsboro was ab-
endoned in deference toO that of "icademy", so strong was the
sohool's intluence on the minds and hearts of the people.
In recent years the old name Hillsporo has been restored to
the town. l

J’u. 4. Dunlap of;Poca ¢City, Oklahoma, remembering
cc:?eréﬁtions heard in the home of his uncle Rev. M. D.
Dunlsp, thinks the first teacher ever in tne Hillsboro
“ommunity was & man by the name of Keenan, who taught more

toen 8 nuudreu years 8goe. This teacher was considered a

Yery

y learned men from the fact that he could read and wkite,

and

snd hed figured in the arithmetic as far as the rule of three.

-
ne I

n6xt tescher was the Rev, John S. Blain, a Presbyterian

preschser, & teacher, and a physician. Next came Rev. Joseph
Fown whose gentle Ohristlan spirit greatly endeared him to

the people. it is thought that as he was instrumental in

ifing the new briok bullding that he was the rirst teacher
n its walls., dev. J. J. Dunlap succeeded him and taught
on 1635 10 1845,

18 sohool had a wide reputation among
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ys pupils and enjoyed the patronage of the lewises and
Trwins of Kenawha County. The were also pupils Irom

rayette, Greenbrier, lonroe, Bath, end Highland Countiese.

Hle taught throughout the entire year and sought the aid of

the more advanced pupils, noteably, Rev. Wm. T. Price and

Rev. James Haines.
Mr. Kelso of Pennsylvania, and Kiss Priscilla Reamsey

of sugusta County, Virginia, taught one session, and after

the close of school were merried, and went to western Penn-

sylvania 10 conduct &-boarding school. Rev. Daniel 4.

Penick filled the position of teacher one year, boarded atv

Colonel Paul McNeel's, and the following autumn married the

latter's eldest daughter. Rev. Bmerson taught tTWwO sessions,

boarded _ at Colonel MoNeel‘s and made a compass that raén a

perfect. iine from the MoNeel gate to the icademy. Miss May
Sprinkle taught in the home of Colonel McNeel the first year
of the Livil war and was bethrothed to John Burgess the rirst

men from this community to be killed by the Northern soldiers

{n their initial raid through this country.

From the foregéing, it ié easy to understand why so
many notable people came from this fime institution of learn-
ing., The lives of Mr. Farmenius Stulting and family deserve
special mention, They were natives of Hollend, and.to es-
cupe religious persecution, came to this country when 1t'was
in 1ts infancy. ‘They were valuable additions to the social

1ife of the community and through their piety accomplished

much good in this land of their adoption. Mr. Cornelius
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stulting , eldest son in the temily, was e fine teacher for
many years, and died not so meny years ago., Mrs. Carrie
Stulting Sydenstricker, & daughter of the femily, gave her
life as a missionary in China, being sent 88 a member of the

Oak Grove Church, She was the wife of the missionary,

Pearl Buck,

The first Permanent settler in the Hillsboro com=-
munity was John leNeel Of Frederick County, Virginia. He
came here in the year 1765,

John McNeel built the White Pole Church on the hill
set apart rfor the McNeel cemetery, the rirst church in the
community.

In the northern section of the Hillsboro community:.

we have Mill Point, a sﬁall industrial Village, including

within its limits broper a-store, -a blacksmith shop, two flour
®11ls, and three homes. = Just above the village ig & won- >
derrul spring, ‘he spring gushes forth so abundantly that

it fornms a miniture cataract. The water ig SO pure sng cold

thet 1t is called the Blue Spring, There is g tradition that

®Pring and drank from this water, anq that it was Trom the

TERSPIng of the burfalo that "Stamping Creekn

‘%0 Of the tribens or Indiang thay rrequonted this region wep
‘ore

he Vitawas 3
68 and the hawne on, Pontiag and ¢

| ornstalk were apme
‘E thetir lendorl. The dauth or

the Bridger boys 1s the
81 framatio story o; In LY we K
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History of Edray Community
(by S. B. koore)

Edray Community is bounded on the west by Stony Creek range of mountains;
on the north by Elk Mountain, to the top of Slippe;'y Hill on the Clover Creek
L road, then to the Bridger place on the Greenbrier river where Paul Sharp now lives;.
on the South by the top of river ridge;,- including the Feirview ar.xd Brush Settle-
ments, to the top of Drinnon Ridge where the State road crosses and to Elmer‘ : ' 2
Sharp's at the foot of Stony Creek it.

This community is ebout five miles wide wheré the State Roed crosses, and
ten miles long from east to west.

The Drinnons were the fir&t setilers in Edray Conrnunit}. Thomas Dfinnon
seitled neer the Edray Grave ydrd. There is s ome difference of opinion as to the

exsct spot where the Drinnon Cabin stood, but I feel sure it was on the bank just

close to the grave yard. A spring under the benk has always, since my earliest

re:slle:tion',_ been called the "Drinnon Spring." Other proof is an old ,appel or=-
chard, trees of large size, mostly wintere pples, near 't;hs spot where the Cehin
stood. WMy father Isamc Moore went to this oréhard in the fell with the wagon for
vinter a;;:le; whaen I was a small boy, though lerge enough to pick apples from the

gfound. My uncle, Robert Moore, and his boys always called this field the "old

T ry

wrd Field," and it goes by that neme yet. A part of this field belongs. to &

#. Gay and the other p rt belongs to Williem M. Sherp's heifs, all of which onee

“immged Lo Thamas Drinnon, first settler in this community. He owned a k= rge

“ry of lond weveral thousand acres that extended form Indian Draft to Sto
ny

reek. Drinron's Ridge took its nmne from the old soettler, an overlast*‘ng =on
- 3 U=
nnen's hose was broken up by the Indimns. His wife wana captured and tak
- fxen
ey and irdered B ) J
y STeG Somewhere in K1k Mountuin., Charles Drinnon & brother of Th
viag
e " " n ot ) |
T © e clenred a field which bears the name "Charly Field
. & hiw cwned by Andersor barlow
' & a4 ' 3 \h
. #5% Lhis country Wl Years ago. I remezber seoing J
s - - >s wooes
L - -8 = -



